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The film that I watched is the 1981 version of Clash of the Titans. Directed by Desmond Davis, with Harry Hamlin (Perseus), Judi Bowker (Andromeda), Maggie Smith (Thetis), and Laurence Oliver (Zeus) as influential characters. I had a lot of mixed feelings about this movie. To begin with, I really didn’t appreciate the nudity in this movie. That really made me mad. Because it doesn’t really move the plot along at all, if there isn’t a purpose for it get it out of there. In short, unnecessary parts of a film are… useless. However, I really liked the fact that the historical content in this movie was absolutely phenomenal. 	
	The first thing that I saw that seemed to be historically accurate is the driving force of the plot, the Gods. Zeus, Poseidon, Aphrodite, Thetis, Athena, and the rest of the Greek mythological cast are huge contributing factors to the interesting plot. In one of the very first scenes of the movie; Zeus, Poseidon, Aphrodite, and Thetis, are in a picturesquely bright white, cylindrical room with a whole bunch of clay personages on a shelf, along with an amphitheater in the middle of it all. When Thetis’ wretched, criminal of a son, Calibos, strikes Zeus as needing discipline, she begs him for mercy and tells him						         “If it was Perseus, you would show mercy then.”					                   Zeus honestly doesn’t care and curses him anyway. Outraged, Thetis decides that Perseus can no longer live without fear and suffering. So, she puts him in the falling city of Joppa. This is portrayed correctly because the Greek gods were always fighting over who is the most beautiful of all gods and other shenanigans like that. Another scene like this is right after this one. Perseus wakes up in the amphitheater Joppa and is first startled then befriended by a man named Ammon who is a poet and a playwright. Zeus finds out what happened and rightly accuses Thetis. He then orders weapons to be made for his son to protect him (a shield, an Olympian sword, and an invisibility helmet). This is accurate because like I stated before, the gods were, for the most part, selfish.
	One of the things that I noticed was inaccurate about this film is the fact that the actors had hints of later languages such as English. This occurs throughout the whole movie. For example, when the gods are in Olympus, where Zeus’ throne is, they weren’t even talking in old English, it was “dumbed down” American English, for entertainment purposes. This is false because of the easily identifiable fact that the languages of the time period were Latin and old things like that. The second thing that I noticed is that in some of the lighting things in the movie were not entirely true. I’m not saying they didn’t have lighting but one source didn’t light up a whole room. Torches and candles are ok, but incandescent light bulbs are better. That is why it isn’t accurate.
       	This film is made for mainly entertainment purposes and historical things are just “a bonus”. The reason why is simple and easy to distinguish, the nudity scenes are a great example of this. These scenes are at the very beginning and really close to the end. These were put in the movie for all the creeps in the world. That is also not historically accurate either. Another one of these entertainment nuggets is where Perseus goes to the Island of Death and kills Medusa. This particular scene is glorified with Medusa’s capabilities, Perseus’ weaponry, and the dark, ominous lighting. They glorified this scene to grab the audience’s attention and hold it in the tension of the lasting moments of Medusa.
	The main point this film is trying to make is that good will always prevail. Back to the scene with Medusa, it wouldn’t be a very good movie if they had Medusa totally cream Perseus. That’s messed up! And most people wouldn’t agree with it either. The second scene like this is the big finale with Perseus and The Kraken.  People have this sense of things in stories most of the time being fair. So that is why this movie (in the historical sense) was a fantastical movie for others to see what the Classical Era was like.  
