Nathan Lauritzen
	One of the things that drive me is music. This hasn’t always been the case though. This has only been a big part of my life since I was in the seventh grade. Before this I didn’t really have music being an influential part of my life. 
	In the seventh grade, I had just started Cadet Band in junior high. I had decided to play drums since there was no other instrument that I really wanted to play. The previous year I had played violin in the elementary school orchestra. The teacher was somewhat arrogant and a little bit abrasive. She was a good teacher, but she didn’t really get along with me very well. I had this specific teacher from fifth grade until the very beginning of sixth grade. The reason I left is that the class was interfering with my school work and I was tired of being treated like I wasn’t very important. Anyway, Cadet Band was pretty fun and I got my love of music from this point. The whole reason is because of one teacher, Mr. Heidel. He is a very serious down-to-earth type of man. He has played almost every instrument that anyone can possible play. However, his primary instrument is trumpet. He is one of the very important people in my musical career so far. He was pushing me and trying to push me until the day I left Jazz Band (Jazz Band is an honors class that you have to try out for.). At this time in ninth grade I had started to heavily listen to Rush.
[bookmark: _GoBack] Other than being a bunch of Canadians, they are very musically skilled and very, very talented. They have some very inspiring lyrics and moving musical complexity. In ninth grade, this is why I listened to Rush. When I came home from school, I would find my mp3 player and listened to them at the same time I was playing drums. This helped me increase my speed on the drums along with my comfort around the drum set. This basically means that I can move around a drum set with more ease and I won’t hit the rim of my drum; for drummers that is a bad thing if you aren’t trying to do that on purpose. Neil Peart does this really well. He can use melodies or harmonies from the guitar, bass, or keyboard. He is really fast and really good. Beside the fact that he is an awesome drummer, he is also Rush’s man lyricist. Geddy Lee and Alex Lifeson the music and some of the lyrics (Example: Different strings [Geddy Lee wrote the lyrics] {Permanent Waves}) the two Rush concert videos that I have are very well filmed and some songs I don’t have on CD or in mp3format. In short, Rush has been a big influence in my life and I have appreciated the morals that they have expressed. They have inspiredme for a long time and I have always wanted to be that inspiration to someone else.          
